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· Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Before I begin my remarks, I would like to convey our condolences and support to the people of Japan following the Tsunami disaster, to the people of the USA for the recent Tornado that struck the South East of the US and to all the different countries of the world that have experienced some disasters in the recent time.
It is indeed a great pleasure and honour for me to address this eminent gathering of High level dignitaries and experts involved in the noble cause of disaster risks preparedness, response and disaster risk reduction that have come from different part of the globe. First and foremost, I would like to bring you warm greetings and to also take this opportunity, on behalf of the Commission of the African Union to express our deep appreciation to the Secretariat of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction for organizing this global conference on the theme: “Investing today for a Safer Tomorrow” at a crucial moment that the global community is getting united to have a binding agreement on combating the menace of climate change at the Seventeenth Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention  on Climate Change scheduled to hold in Durban, South Africa in December 2011. We also convey our appreciations to the Government and people of Switzerland for hosting this Global Platform in the beautiful city of Geneva.
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, Disasters in Africa are increasing in frequency and impact, compounding the challenges of sustainable development and undermining Africa’s prospect of achieving the Millennium Development Goals and other regional and international goals. On average, almost two disasters of significant proportions are recorded every week in the region since 2000. Climatological, hydrological, geological, biological, environmental and human-induced hazards interacting with multiple and inter-dependent forms of vulnerability have the potential to transform even minor hazard events into human-induced disasters.

Poverty, food insecurity and   unemployment play a major role in land degradation as the poor and hungry are forced to over-exploit natural resources to meet their immediate needs for survival.  Climate Change is increasing the risk and exacerbating existing vulnerability in the continent by increasing likelihood of frequency and severity of extreme weather events.  

Rapid unplanned urbanization is another crucial driver of vulnerability in Africa. An increasing growing proportion of Africa’s population now lives in urban centre. According to  the recent publication on ‘The State of African Cities’ by UN HABITAT and UNEP;  in 2009 Africa’s total population for the first time exceeded one billion, of which 395 million, that is almost 40 per cent live in urban areas. Whereas it took 27 years for the continent to double from 500 million to one billion people, the next 500 million will only take 17 years. The forecast is that around 2027, Africa’s demographic growth will start to slow down and it will take 24 years to add the next 500 million, reaching the two billion mark around 2050, of which about 60 per cent will be living in cities. Africa should therefore prepare for a total population increase of about 60 per cent between 2010 and 2050, with the urban population tripling to 1.23 billion during this period.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, In the face of these ever growing risks and vulnerabilities that our populations are exposed to, political commitment to implementation of the global and regional frameworks for disaster risk reduction remains strong in Africa. Over the past two years, a substantive revision of the Programme of Action for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction was undertaken to accommodate emerging trends and challenges such as the strong linkages between Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation being the concepts of Risk Transfer and Investments in DRR. In addition the time-frame was extended to 2015 to align it to the implementation period of the Hyogo Framework for Action. 
The Extended Programme of Action (2006 – 2015) was adopted by the Second Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Nairobi, Kenya in April 2010. The ministerial conference was jointly organized by the African Union Commission and the UNISDR Regional Office for Africa.   I am pleased to inform you that the Executive Council African Union at the January 2011 Summit, endorsed the Extended Programme of Action (POA)  (2006-2015) together with recommendation contained in the Ministerial Declaration vide a decision EX.CL/Dec.607 (XVIII). 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, due to the limited time, let me briefly highlight three key recommendations here. First, the Second Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction mandated the African Union Commission to reconstitute the African Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction to guide the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy and its Programme of Action.  The Africa Working Group was first constituted in 2005 and it is my great delight to inform the distinguished delegates that the Commission in implementing the decision of the Ministerial Declaration has reconstituted the African Working Group on DRR and the Group held it inaugural meeting in Nairobi, Kenya from 29 - 31 March 2011. It is my delight to report that the Inaugural meeting of the African Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction was held back to back with our formal launching of the UNISDR coordinated World Disaster Campaign on ‘Making Cities Resilient: My City is getting ready’ in Africa. These two events were held in collaboration with the Africa Regional Office of the United Nations International Strategy on Disaster Reduction (UNISDR). I am glad to report that four additional Cities and Municipalities in Africa signed up for the campaign at the Nairobi launching:  Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), Kampala, (Uganda) Narok (Kenya) and Yaounde (Cameroon). 
Permit me to quickly state that the African Working Group is an important institutional arsenal for providing technical support and strengthening coordination, guidance and monitoring of the implementation of the PoA. Second, in line with the decision of the Executive Council of the Africa Union, the AUC commissioned a feasibility study to create an AU-led, African owned Pan-African Disaster Risk Pool. These activities mark Africa’s efforts towards “Investing today for a Safer Tomorrow” in accordance with the theme of this Third Session of the Global Plat form.
Third, the Ministerial Declaration also urged Member States to increase their investments in disaster risk reduction through the allocation of a certain percentage of their national budgets and other revenue dedicated to disaster risk reduction. The Declaration further called upon Development and Humanitarian Partners to ensure the disbursement of one percent (1%) of development assistance and ten percent (10%) of humanitarian assistance to supports disaster risk reduction in line with the Chair’s Summary of the Second Session of the Global Platform. 
Distinguished Delegates, I am glad to tell you that the Extended Programme of Action (PoA) for the Implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction (2006 - 2015) has integrated climate change while the draft Africa Regional Climate Change Strategy which is in the process of being validated substantially integrates disaster risk reduction as core climate change adaptation.  

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, At this juncture, let me briefly enumerate some of the modest accomplishments of the Africa Region as reflected in the HFA Mid-Term Review just recently published:

1. Sixteen (16) Cities have signed into the City Campaign. 
2. At the national level, governments in Africa have moved forward with implementation of the Priorities of Hyogo Framework of Action. Twenty-four (24) countries posted their National Progress Reports and Thirty-four (34) countries have established National platforms or similar multi-sectoral coordinating mechanisms.
3. Most of our Regional Economic Communities (RECs) have developed disaster risk reduction policies and strategies based on the priorities of the HFA and the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and its PoA. 
4. Our specialized sub-regional institutions such as the IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC), Climate Services Centre of SADC, Agro Meteorology and Operational Hydrology and their Application (AGRHYMET) and Regional Centre (ARC) are responding to global and regional challenges through enhanced services to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. 

5. Many of our Universities and Institutions of higher learning are also heeding the clarion call and increasingly involved in building capacity for in disaster risk reduction through training, education and research. 

Excellencies, Distinguish Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, our expectation for the post-2012 of the Hyogo Framework for Action is that we would like economic costing of infrastructural and other developments, which have environmental risks associated with them to be given adequate consideration with the applications on the threat of climate change as this is now is a global issue. Finally, I would like to conclude this remark by stating that this Global Platform offers us a golden opportunity to collectively unite, make closer collaborations and partnership by joining hands together with Africa at the COP 17 Climate Change negotiations in Durban, South Africa in December 2011 to fully incorporate Disaster Risk Reduction in the legally binding agreement that is hopeful to come out and to further foster global efforts in tackling the menace of climate change.

I wish you all fruitful deliberations and I also thank you for your kind attention. 
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